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Tuesday 27th September 2015 

Dear parents, 

Years 6-9: Trip to attend International Schools Theatre Association (ISTA) Festival at 
The International School of Penang (Uplands), 20th to 24th April 2016 

Later this year, the Drama Department is running another exciting trip to an ISTA Middle School 
Festival, this time in Penang, Malaysia. During this festival, students will work with their peers from 
schools around Asia to explore the theme of ‘The unknown’, led by experienced theatre and drama 
professionals. The festival starting point is as follows: 

Ernest Z’s Penang street art pops out from unexpected places, surprising you as you walk. From the ordinary to 
the unusual he brings the grey, worn walls of the streets to life with his quirky work. How can theatre make the 
ordinary extraordinary? How can we bring a spirit of adventure to the mundane? How do we look again at our 
lives and see them afresh, making them new through art? This festival will explore how theatre can make an 
audience think in new ways about things they have taken for granted or never even noticed. 

http://ista.co.uk/whats-on/festival/penang-middle-school-festival/ 

The festival will be of great interest and benefit to a wide range of our students: all that is required is 
an interest in Drama and/or other performing arts. The nature of the trip, which will include 
collaborative work, cultural exchange and a lot of fun, means that those who attend will learn a huge 
amount – these festivals are often extremely powerful and transformative experiences. 

Participation in the trip will cost HK$8150, which includes flights (via Singapore), accommodation, 
insurance, festival registration, all meals, and an ISTA T-shirt. It is anticipated that we will depart 
early on Wednesday 20th April and will return late in the evening on Sunday 24th April; the festival 
itself runs from Thursday to Saturday. Students will stay with host families from The International 
School of Penang and past experience shows that this is a highlight of the ISTA festival experience; 
ISTA generally pair students from the same school up for the hosting, although this is not guaranteed. 

If your child is interested in taking part in this trip, I would ask you to return the attached reply slip, 
a copy of the details page of your child’s passport and a cheque for a non-refundable deposit of 
HK$4150 made payable to Harrow International School Foundation Limited. Please write your 
child’s name and House on the reverse of the cheque. The reply slip and cheque should be placed in an 
envelope with your child’s name and House on the front and your child should hand the envelope 
directly to me. The remaining payment of HK$4000 is due no later than Wednesday 9th December. 

We have limited spaces available to us at this festival and participation will be on a first come, first 
served basis: I anticipate a lot of demand and so I encourage you to act quickly. The final deadline for 
signing up for this trip is Friday 9th October, although I suspect it will fill up before that. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions about this event, which I am convinced 
will be a fantastic experience for those students who attend. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 

Corin James 
 
 



 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 
Head of Drama and Teacher of English, C. L. James 

Harrow International School Hong Kong 
38 Tsing Ying Road, Tuen Mun, New Territories, Hong Kong 

Tel: +852 2824 9099  Email: cjames@harrowschool.hk 
www.harrowschool.hk 

 
 
 
 
 

Reply slip: Trip to attend ISTA Festival at The International School of Penang 
 
I would like my child to take part in the trip to the ISTA Festival hosted by The International School 
of Penang from Wednesday 20th to Sunday 24th April 2016. I enclose a cheque for a 50% deposit of 
HK$4150, made payable to Harrow International School Foundation Limited. I have written my 
child’s name and House on the reverse of the cheque. I also include a copy of the details page of my 
child’s passport. 
 
I understand that the remaining payment of HK$4000 will be due no later than Monday 3rd November. 
 
I also understand that I am fully responsible for arranging and paying for my child’s visa, if applicable. 
 
 

Student name: _________________________________ 

 
Year: ____________ House: ____________ 

 
 

Signed (parent): ______________________ 

 

Date: _________________ 

 
Please return this slip, along with the required cheque and passport details, in an envelope to Mr James 
no later than Friday 9th October. 
 
Places on this trip will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
 
 
 


